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Original publisher: Emmitsburg, Md. : Federal Emergency Management Agency, U. S. Fire Administration,
National Fire Data Center, 1989 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)70966328 Subject: Chemical plants -- Fires and fire
prevention -- California -- Ventura County. Excerpt: . . . USFA-TR-029 April 1989 5 officers reported feeling ill and
extremely fatigued. He was decontaminated with a hose stream and transported by ambulance to a hospital
where he received treatment in a hyperbaric chamber. After decontamination, the remaining 14 members of
the attack team and the property owner were transported to the hospital for evaluation. All of these individuals
were tested and released, showing no symptoms of exposure injury. The command post was rapidly relocated
and a reassessment of the situation was made. The county sheriffs representative was asked to begin
evacuating the residential and business occupancies to the north at 2118. The evacuation took place in two
phases, eventually involving 1, 500 residents. Two additional Hazmat teams were requested, from Santa
Barbara and Los Angeles Counties, each responding from over 50 miles to the scene. The fire became very
spectacular as the large quantities of flammable liquids stored in the build-ing became involved. Flames
extended to the two occupancies north of the chemical company, and they were also totally destroyed. With
most of the available fuel consumed, the fire died down at approximately 0200 hours. Hazmat teams members
wearing B-level protective clothing over structural firefighting protective clothing made an entry into the fire
area at that time to complete extinguishment. Runoff from the fire was contained by diking the roads and
parking lots around the building. In the process of diking, an additional fire department member reported
symptoms of exposure to chemi-cal vapors while assisting a backhoe operator....
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