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The cricket pioneers, furthermore, constituted the most powerful and only unifying symbol of the nation West
Indians were just beginning to imagine. In an important way, then, this book is an account of a politically
organised community seeking detachment from the colonial scaAold with all its intense desire and deep
internal division. It sets out the seminal steps and stages of the journey. In addition, it provides an archive of the
tour (thirty oAicial matches including three Tests) in the form of Press reports and score sheets that transport
the reader vividly to the scenes of that West Indies Beginning.
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