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illustrated. 1911 edition. Excerpt: . . . talked he felt quite cheerful and comfortable. Sometimes, too, he talked to
the bride-to-be of the English postmaster in Hong Kong, who sat under the awning sewing at her trousseau. She
was younger than Klaus, and, happy because she was going to her sweetheart, she hummed at her work.
Sometimes he stood at the railing with the Siamese oFicer who came from the French army, and talked about
the method of attack of the German infantry. Sometimes he listened to the stories of the tobacco planter who
was returning from a visit to Holland, his native country. Klaus resented the big, easy way in which he advised
him to break his contract and become a tobacco planter in Sumatra. Sometimes, too, Klaus sat down with the
shipping clerk who was travelling for a German firm to Yokohama and who was usually to be found sitting on
the bench near the rudder, singing out sentences from a Japanese text-book over the water bubbling around
the keel, or studying his Malay dictionary. Toward evening there was a game of skat with the captain and the
tobacco planter, who lost, and had to pay for the wine at dinner. At that time only small steamers travelled
between Hamburg and the far East. There were not ten passengers on board, but since no one of them had
known any of the others, and since they all got acquainted, there was plenty of talking and listening. Colombo
gleamed through...
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