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Original publisher: Emmitsburg, Md. : Federal Emergency Management Agency, U. S. Fire Administration, 1999
OCLC Number: (OCoLC)71657698 Subject: Apartment houses -- Fires and fire prevention. Excerpt: . . . USFA-TR-
121 November 1997 3 The rapid spread of the fire was mainly due to the extensive wood frame construction and
sub-standard fire stopping. This included not only the attic space, but also wooden interior walkways that
trapped superheated gases from burning apartments and channeled them horizontally. Vertical openings in
the interior of the apartment in the form of pipe channels and wiring shafts were also a factor. The buildings
were neither sprinkled nor equipped with an interconnected alarm system. Firefighters were also hampered by
the lack of access to the interior courtyard, insufficient clearances for vehicles on the outside of the building,
insufficient hydrants in the complex, obstructed hydrant access, and poor available water flow. SUMMARY OF
KEY ISSUES lIssue Comments 1. Building Construction Lack of sprinklers2. Fire OperationsBUILDING FEATURES
Construction The Kona Village apartment building was completed in 1971 of frame construction with a low-
angle pitched roof with composition shingles. The outside dimensions of the structure were 270 feet by 320 feet.
The building was almost completely constructed of wood; floor, roof, and structural members. The foundation
was concrete. A protective coating of asbestos wa. . . This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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