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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . Their advance was hourly expected; D Urban, Beresford s
Chief of the Staff, wrote gleefully on October 15, Each individual division has now more than sufficient troops to
occupy the space allotted to it, and the overplus forms a first reserve for each respectively. If the force thus
posted beats the attacking enemy, of which there can be little doubt, our telegraphic communications will bring
down Craufurd from Arruda and Hill from Alhandraon to their flank--and the affair will be complete. There is
much appearance that the enemy will attack this position with his whole force--Alhandra is far too strong for
him. He cannot well retire, and it is hoped that his distress for provisions will compel him to bring matters to a
speedy decision V But both the cautious Commander-in-Chief and the eager head of the Portuguese Staff were
mistaken in estimating the position. They had judged wrongly the character of Massena, and his psychological
position of the moment. He would not attack; indeed, after October 14 he seems never to have had the least
intention of doing so. The lesson of Bussaco had not been lost, and he was no longer prepared to assail, with a
light heart, the Anglo-Portuguese Army posted ready to receive him in a strong position. Probably the energetic
statement of Ney and Reynier that they dared not risk their men--that the troops would be demoralized if
ordered to advance for a second slaughter --also had its...
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