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indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: .his way in through the streets of the city; then when the returning
Neapolitan regiments might have overwhelmed him yet, the King sent orders from Naples that the troops were
to evacuate Palermo and retire to Messina May 30. Garibaldi took the title of Dictator in the name of Victor
Emmanuel. King Francis, it is thought, should have taken the stronger course, defied Victor Emmanuel and
Garibaldi alike, and appealed to Austria. Actually he did the worst thing possible; he granted a Constitution and
formed a ministry of liberals, wishing to conciliate both France and Great Britain. It is clear that Napoleon
strongly disliked the union of South Italy to the already overgrown kingdom, as it seemed to him, of North Italy,
and to pose as a Constitutionalist was to make a bid for French help. But twice already had a King of Naples
granted a Constitution when under the influence of fear, and twice had it been set aside when the cause for fear
had departed. There was no security that Francis would be more inclined to keep his word than his father or
grandfather had been. His one chance was to make proper use of his regular army, 100,000 strong in all and
containing some good Swiss mercenary regiments. Palermo had been lost ingloriously, but the Neapolitan
force in Sicily was yet strong and, when concentrated on the straits, could easily prevent Garibaldi from
reaching Messina and thence crossing to the mainland. But the...
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