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the Grant Club of Des Moines, lowa May 19, 1903 Gentlemen: Henry Clay was born on the 12th day of April, 1777,
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name was associated with almost every important public occurrence in our country. He might without vanity
have spoken of those events, All of which | saw, and a part of which | was. The memory of the present
generation needs to be refreshened by the study of the lives of our early statemen. General Butler used to tell a
story about the celebrated statue at New Orleans. While he was in command in the city, one day he was riding
out with his Irish orderly, when they passed the dark bronze statue of Mr. Clay on Canal street, the Orderly rode
up to the General s side and touched his hat and said, General what statue is that? The General replied, It is
Clay. A few days after that they were passing the same place again, and the Orderly again rode up to the
General and said, Why did you tell me that statue was Clay? Oh, replied the General. Everybody says so. Said the
Orderly. General they have lied to you, for | examined it. It is iron. But Mr. Clay had a monument more enduring
than bronze in the hearts of his countrymen. We are now far enough from the excitement of that period to view
and measure it dispassionately. We can divide the last hundred years into...
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