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the village Jews were business people, and made their living by dealing with the peasants of their own village
and the surrounding communities. In truth, theirs was a poor existence, but illuminated by a great faith in God,
and just such a life as their forebears had lived. They asked no greater favor of the Lord than that their police-
sergeant should have a soft heart and a willing palm. And the Lord ever showed himself indeed prodigal with
his mercy, and never withheld his bounty from the Jews of B sending them always sergeants with soft hearts.
And the Jews gladly crossed his palm and praised and thanked their Father for His favors. So that theirs was a
happy existence! They ate bread and groats, sometimes with milk and sometimes with out. That was for week-
days. For the Sabbath and the holidays the good Lord betimes sent a fish or two and a piece of meat. Nor were
the wives of these Jews barren women. The male population was much at home, so that children were not
lacking, and there was always some celebration or other in honor of a newly born son. They sent their sons to
Hebrew school and to Old Frankish instructors, where they received a small portion of the Holy Law and a great
deal of spanking. Having finished Hebrew school the sons would either open a place on the market or else go 03
to try their fortune in a nearby town. As to the...
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